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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

ENRICHMENT
EXPERIENCE
A guide to the clubs, competitions, visits,
speakers, leadership opportunities and
experiences that help students belong,
flourish and thrive.

 

THE BLUE COAT
SCHOOL LIVERPOOL



Clubs and clinics
weekly spaces for creativity, sport,
academic support and friendship

Competitions
local, regional and national challenges
across STEM, maths, literacy and sport

Visits and exchanges
cultural, international, fieldwork and
university experiences

Leadership and service
student voice, mentoring, civic action,
charity and house identity
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Why Enrichment Matters at Blue Coat

 

At Bluecoat, education extends far beyond the
classroom. We believe that academic excellence
is strengthened by a rich programme of
enrichment that enables every student to
discover new interests, develop their talents and
grow as confident, compassionate and
ambitious young people. Our extensive
enrichment offer is an integral part of our
curriculum, ensuring that students receive a
broad education which prepares them not only
for examinations, but for successful and fulfilling
lives. The Department for Education's vision for
education places increasing importance.

The Promise

A WHOLE-SCHOOL ENRICHMENT CULTURE

At Blue Coat, enrichment is not an optional extra. It is a core part of a broad education: one
that builds confidence, character, curiosity and a strong sense of contribution.

Our enrichment programme also brings our core
values to life. Students are encouraged to pursue
excellence by embracing challenge and striving to
achieve their personal best. They develop
character through resilience, perseverance and
responsibility, learning that growth often comes
from stepping outside their comfort zone. Through
collaborative activities, cultural experiences and
community engagement, students deepen their
understanding of respect, inclusion and service,
preparing them to become thoughtful, active
citizens who value diversity and seek to make a
meaningful difference in society. Participation.

The student experience

WHAT STUDENTS CAN EXPLORE





         Archives Team (Year 12)
The Year 12 Archives Team works with the school’s
historical collections to preserve, research and
celebrate Bluecoat’s rich heritage. Students
develop valuable research, organisational and
analytical skills while exploring original historical
materials.

          Badminton
Badminton combines speed, agility and tactical
thinking in an exciting and accessible sport.
Students improve coordination, balance and fitness
while learning to compete fairly, support
teammates and build resilience through regular
practice and competition.

       Basketball
Basketball offers students the opportunity to
develop teamwork, leadership and resilience while
improving their fitness, coordination and tactical
awareness. Whether representing the school in
competitive fixtures or taking part in recreational
sessions, students build skills both on and off the
court.

         Biology Clinics (Years 11–13)
Biology Clinics provide students in Years 11–13 with
additional academic support tailored to their stage
of study. Through personalised guidance, focused
revision, discussion of challenging biological
concepts and examination practice, students
strengthen their understanding and build
confidence in preparation for assessments.

         Board Games Club

Board Games Club offers students a fun and social
environment to enjoy a wide range of classic and
modern strategy games. The club develops
problem-solving, teamwork, communication and
critical thinking skills.

            Chamber Choir

Chamber Choir is a select, auditioned group of
around 20 singers performing challenging choral
and a cappella repertoire. Members develop vocal,
ensemble and sight-reading skills through concerts,
services, tours and university visits. Entry is by
audition, and singers should have a strong grasp of
choral technique, good sight-reading skills and a
real enthusiasm for singing.

       Chess Club

Chess Club challenges students to develop
strategic thinking, logical reasoning and problem-
solving skills through friendly competition.
Whether learning the basics or refining advanced
techniques, students improve concentration,
resilience and decision-making in.

          Cinematography Club
Cinematography Club gives students the
opportunity to explore the art of filmmaking, from
planning and filming to editing and production.
Working collaboratively on creative projects helps
students develop storytelling, technical skills.

Enrichment Clubs
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          Dance

Dance allows students to express themselves
creatively while improving strength, flexibility,
coordination, and confidence. Working together to
learn routines promotes teamwork, discipline, and
performance skills, helping students develop both
physically and mentally.

            DT Open Practical Intervention
Open practical sessions provide students with
additional workshop access to refine
manufacturing techniques, improve project quality,
and receive individual support from specialist staff.
These sessions encourage independence,
resilience, and attention to detail.

            DT Year 11 NEA Support 
            (with Sixth Form Mentors)
This support programme provides Year 11 students
with expert guidance on their Non-Exam
Assessment projects, alongside mentoring from
experienced Sixth Form students. It helps them
refine their design ideas, develop their practical
skills, and produce high-quality final outcomes.

              DT Year 11 Practical Support
Additional practical support allows Year 11
students to develop their manufacturing skills and
complete high-quality coursework. Students
receive personalised guidance, helping them
overcome challenges, improve technical accuracy
and maximise their potential.

           Eco Club
Eco Club empowers students to make a positive
difference to the environment through practical
projects, campaigns and sustainability initiatives.
Members develop leadership, teamwork and
problem-solving skills while learning how individual
actions.

             First World War History Research Team 
             (Years 9–13)
The First World War History Research Team brings
together students from Years 9–13 to investigate
the lives and experiences of those connected to the
Great War. Students research First World War lives,
deepening understanding and building critical,
collaborative and communication skills.

        Fish in School Heroes Project
The Fish in School Heroes Project encourages
students to explore sustainable food choices,
nutrition and cookery through practical activities.
Students learn about responsible food sourcing
while developing culinary skills and gaining
confidence in preparing healthy, environmentally
conscious meals.

             Fitness Suite Access
The school's fitness suite gives students the
opportunity to improve their health and wellbeing
through supervised exercise. Whether aiming to
build strength, improve cardiovascular fitness or
support participation in other sports.

         Cricket
Cricket helps students develop patience,
concentration and strategic thinking alongside
technical sporting skills. Whether batting, bowling
or fielding, students learn the importance of
teamwork, discipline and resilience while
representing the school.

             Crochet Club
Crochet Club provides a relaxing and creative
environment where students can learn a practical
lifelong skill. As they create their own projects,
students develop patience, concentration and fine
motor skills while expressing their creativity and
gaining confidence in their abilities.

5Enrichment Experience Booklet



           KIND / Whitechapel 1725:2025 Steering Group
The KIND / Whitechapel 1725:2025 Steering Group
has played a leading role in planning and delivering
activities celebrating the school's 300-year
heritage and its enduring commitment to serving
the local community.

             Literature Club
Literature Club is a welcoming space for students
who enjoy reading and discussing books beyond
the classroom. By exploring a range of classic and
contemporary texts, students deepen their
appreciation of literature, develop critical thinking
and communication skills, and share their
perspectives in thoughtful, supportive discussions.

           Magic: The Gathering Club
Magic: The Gathering Club combines strategy,
mathematics and critical thinking through one of
the world's most popular trading card games.
Students develop planning, decision-making and
problem-solving skills while enjoying friendly
competition.

             NEA/Textiles Support
Textiles support sessions provide students with
specialist advice on designing, constructing and
evaluating their coursework projects. Students
enhance their creativity, practical skills and
confidence while receiving tailored support to
produce high-quality, fully realised outcomes.

           Netball
Netball helps students build confidence, teamwork
and physical fitness through enjoyable training
sessions and competitive matches. Players develop
agility, decision-making and communication skills
while learning the value of commitment,
sportsmanship and perseverance.

              Open-Access Maths Lunchtime 
              Academic Support
Open lunchtime support sessions are available to
any student seeking additional help with
mathematics. Whether consolidating classwork or
preparing for assessments, students receive
personalised guidance that builds confidence and
enjoyment.

            International Festival of Quilts Project 
            (Year 7 and GCSE)
Year 7 and GCSE Textiles students have the
opportunity to contribute to a collaborative project
for the prestigious International Festival of Quilts.
Working to a shared theme, students design and
create.

            Junior Concert Band
A fun, student-led ensemble for beginner wind,
brass and percussion players. Students develop
ensemble skills, confidence and performance
experience, providing an ideal pathway to Senior
Concert Band.
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          Football
Football provides students with the chance to
improve technical skills, tactical understanding and
physical fitness while representing the school with
pride. Regular training and fixtures encourage
teamwork, resilience, leadership and respect.

         Handball
Handball introduces students to an exciting team
sport that promotes cooperation, communication
and quick thinking. Fast-paced games improve
fitness, coordination and tactical awareness while
encouraging students to challenge themselves and
work.



            Team Maths Challenge Training
Students selected for the Team Maths Challenge
train weekly before representing the school in
regional competitions. Working collaboratively,
they develop communication, teamwork and
advanced mathematical reasoning while applying
their knowledge to challenging, real-world style
problems.

            Volleyball
Volleyball develops teamwork, communication and
coordination through an inclusive sport that
welcomes players of all abilities. Students improve
their technical skills, confidence and fitness while
learning that success comes from trust and mutual
support.

            Sewing Club (All Years)
Our Sewing Club welcomes students from all year
groups and offers a creative space to develop
sewing and textile skills, building confidence and
creativity through enjoyable projects.

              Table Tennis
Table Tennis develops hand-eye coordination,
concentration and quick decision-making. Students
enjoy friendly competition while building reflexes,
strategic thinking and confidence in an inclusive
environment for all abilities.

           Repair Week Sewing Project
As part of Repair Week, students take part in a
sustainability-focused project, learning to repair,
alter and upcycle clothing and textiles. Practical
workshops build their sewing skills, creativity and
confidence while encouraging more
environmentally responsible choices.

           Rounders
Rounders offers students a fun and inclusive way to
develop teamwork, coordination and tactical
awareness. Through friendly competition and
regular practice, students improve their
communication skills, confidence and enjoyment of
physical activity.

                  Physics Club
Sixth Form Physics Prefects run a weekly Physics
Club where students explore physics beyond the
classroom through experiments and discussions
that build knowledge, problem-solving skills and
enthusiasm.

           Preparation of Food for Iftar and Diwali
Students work together to prepare food celebrating
important cultural and religious festivals, gaining
practical cookery experience while learning about
different traditions and communities. This activity
promotes respect, inclusion and cultural
understanding.

              Senior Concert and Jazz Band
Senior Concert Band is for experienced wind, brass
and percussion players (Grade 4+). Students
develop musicianship, ensemble skills and
leadership through weekly rehearsals,
performances and a varied repertoire.

           Senior Strings
Senior Strings is for experienced string players
(Grade 4+). Students develop musicianship,
ensemble skills and confidence through weekly
rehearsals, performances and varied repertoire.
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             Year 11 History Clinic
The Year 11 History Clinic offers targeted support
to help GCSE students consolidate their
understanding of key historical topics and develop
effective examination techniques. Students benefit
from personalised feedback, focused revision.

            Year 11 Girls' Maths Clinic
The Year 11 Girls' Maths Clinic provides a
supportive and encouraging environment where
students can strengthen their mathematical
understanding and prepare confidently for their
GCSE examinations. Through personalised
guidance, targeted revision.

            Year 11 Physics Revision Sessions
Every Monday lunchtime, the Physics Prefects also
deliver dedicated revision sessions for Year 11
students preparing for their GCSE examinations.
These sessions provide valuable opportunities to
consolidate key concepts and practise examination
skills.

             Year 13 History and Politics Clinic
The Year 13 History and Politics Clinic provides
Sixth Form students with additional academic
support to deepen their subject knowledge and
prepare for A Level examinations. Through
personalised guidance, discussion and targeted
exam practice, students develop their analytical
skills, refine their written responses and build
confidence for their final assessments.

          Yoga and Pilates
Yoga and Pilates provide students with
opportunities to improve flexibility, balance,
strength and overall wellbeing. These sessions
encourage relaxation, mindfulness and resilience
while promoting healthy habits that support both
physical and mental health.

            Weekly Lunchtime Maths Training Sessions
These sessions offer regular opportunities for
students to deepen their mathematical
understanding through challenging problems and
enrichment activities. Students build confidence,
strengthen their reasoning skills and prepare for
competitions while working collaboratively with
peers and staff.

            Year 7 Cookery Club
Cookery Club introduces Year 7 students to
essential cooking skills while building confidence
and independence in the kitchen. Students prepare
a variety of healthy and enjoyable dishes, learning
about nutrition and making informed food choices.
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                Rome Trip

The Rome Trip brings together history, classics, art
and religious studies through visits to some of
Europe’s most significant historical sites. Students
deepen their understanding of the ancient world
while appreciating Rome’s rich cultural and
religious heritage.

                 Salou and Barcelona Trip

Combining language learning with cultural
exploration, this visit introduces students to the
rich history, architecture and traditions of
Catalonia. Students develop independence,
cultural awareness and confidence while using
Spanish in everyday.

                 San Sebastián Exchange
Living with host families and attending school in
Spain helps students improve their language skills
while experiencing Spanish culture and building
confidence.

          Shanghai Exchange
The Shanghai visit gives students the opportunity
to experience Chinese culture, broaden their global
outlook and build international connections.

                 Bordeaux Exchange
The Bordeaux Exchange provides students with
authentic opportunities to practise their French
while experiencing daily life with host families.
Students strengthen their communication skills and
develop a deeper appreciation of French culture.

          
           Cross-Curricular Paris Trip
The Cross-Curricular Paris Trip allows students to
experience French culture, history and art first-
hand, bringing classroom learning to life through
visits to iconic landmarks and museums.

                 Freiburg Trip
The Freiburg Geography Trip explores how people
interact with the environment in one of Germany’s
most sustainable cities. Through fieldwork,
students investigate urban planning, renewable
energy and sustainable transport while developing
geographical skills and understanding of
sustainable development.

                  Madrid Trip
The Madrid Trip enables students to experience
Spain’s capital through visits to museums, historic
landmarks and cultural attractions. Students use
their language skills in real-life situations while
deepening their cultural understanding and
confidence in Spanish.

              French A Level Cinema Visit

The A Level French Cinema Visit enables students
to experience authentic French-language film while
exploring themes, culture and society beyond the
classroom. Students develop their language skills,
analytical thinking and appreciation.

 
                  Spanish A Level Cinema Visit
The A Level Spanish Cinema Visit enriches
students' understanding of Hispanic language and
culture through the study of authentic Spanish-
language film. Watching cinema in its original
language develops listening skills, cultural.

                  CERN Geneva Trip
The CERN Physics Trip provides Sixth Form students with the unique opportunity to visit one of the
world's leading centres for particle physics research. Students explore cutting-edge scientific discoveries,
learn about.

Enrichment Through Experience
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               Seacole House Big Brain-Off Quiz
Seacole House hosted a Years 10-13 charity quiz
for Whitechapel and KIND. Students worked in
teams through demanding rounds, with a Year 13
Turing team winning overall.

              Biology Photography Competition
The Biology Photography Competition invited
students to explore the theme of habitats by
capturing animals, plants or fungi within their wider
ecosystems, encouraging observation, biodiversity
awareness and creative scientific communication.

                 The Great Debate
Students participate in an academic debating
competition, developing critical thinking, public
speaking and persuasive communication skills while
engaging with contemporary issues.

             Everyman Performance
Students experience high-quality professional
theatre through performances at Liverpool's
Everyman Theatre. These visits develop analytical
skills, creativity and an appreciation of dramatic
performance.

                 All Ears Poetry Expo

The Poetry Expo introduces students to
contemporary poets and spoken word artists,
inspiring creative writing while developing
confidence in interpreting and appreciating poetry.

                 Theatre Trip – Miss Saigon

Experiencing live musical theatre helps students
understand performance, music, staging and
storytelling while encouraging creative
appreciation and critical reflection.

           Ski Trip
The annual ski trip combines adventure, personal
challenge and international travel. Students
develop confidence, resilience and independence
as they learn or improve their skiing skills,
experience a different culture and build lasting
friendships.

              Cheerleading Workshop with LJMU Jets

Ten girls attended a high-energy workshop with the
LJMU Jets, rotating through jumps, tumbles, stunt
work and choreography. The session developed
teamwork, confidence, physical skill and the
courage to try something.

              Art Gallery and Museum Visits

Visits to galleries and museums provide students
with first-hand experiences of nationally significant
collections, exhibitions and historical artefacts.
These visits enrich learning across Art, History and
Humanities, encouraging critical observation,
cultural.

                Chamber Choir and Organ Concert at 
                St Nicholas'
The Chamber Choir performs alongside
accomplished musicians in the historic setting of St
Nicholas’ Church, providing students with the
opportunity to present challenging repertoire to a
public audience. The experience develops their
musical confidence, ensemble skills and
performance excellence.
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             St George's Hall Remembrance Visit
Visiting St George's Hall during Remembrance
events encourages students to reflect on the
sacrifices made by previous generations while
deepening their understanding of local and national
history.

       Carmel College High Achievers Day
High-achieving students are invited to participate
in a day of academic enrichment through lectures,
workshops and collaborative problem-solving
activities. The experience encourages intellectual
curiosity, develops higher-order thinking skills and
raises aspirations.

               First World War Battlefields
The Battlefields Tour enables students to visit
significant First World War sites, enriching
classroom learning through trips to memorials,
museums and cemeteries. These experiences help
students to develop a deeper, more personal
understanding of the conflict and its lasting impact.

          Concert Visits – Liverpool 
          Philharmonic Hall
Students attend live orchestral performances at
the Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, experiencing
music performed by world-class musicians. These
visits deepen musical understanding, develop
listening and analytical skills and inspire students
through exposure.

            Google London and Raspberry Pi Trip

This visit introduces students to one of the world's
leading technology companies while exploring the
latest developments in computing, programming
and digital innovation. Through workshops and
practical activities with Raspberry Pi.

            Green Careers Opportunities

These careers events introduce students to the
rapidly expanding green economy and the wide
range of careers supporting environmental
sustainability. Students meet industry
professionals, explore emerging technologies and
gain an understanding.

               Hope University Science and 
               Technology Challenge Day
Students take part in practical scientific and
engineering challenges alongside peers from other
schools, applying their knowledge to solve real-
world problems. The day encourages teamwork,
innovation and critical thinking while providing.

             Psychology and Politics Workshop
Students gain sharper insight into contemporary
politics and psychological theory through
expert‑led workshops, building analytical thinking,
discussion skills, and academic confidence while
exploring real‑world applications and future
pathways in both fields.

            WWI Battlefields Tour
The First World War Battlefields Tour helps
students explore key sites in Belgium and France,
deepening their understanding of the conflict and
its lasting impact.

 
                Good Food in Schools Award Celebration
Students celebrated their achievements through
the Good Food in Schools Award, which recognises
excellence in healthy eating, sustainability and food
education, while inspiring lifelong healthy habits
and informed food choices.
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             STEM Trip to Cronton College
The STEM Trip to Cronton College gives students
the chance to explore advanced laboratories and
specialist facilities while taking part in hands-on
scientific and engineering activities. Through these
experiences, students develop their technical skills
and deepen their understanding of STEM subjects.

                      UCAS Discovery Liverpool

The UCAS Discovery Event introduces students to a
wide range of universities, apprenticeship
providers, and employers. Students receive expert
guidance on higher education pathways, careers,
and future opportunities, enabling them to make
informed decisions about their next steps.

         University of Liverpool Visit
The University of Liverpool visit allows students to
experience university life through subject-specific
workshops, campus tours, and interactions with
academics and current undergraduates. The visit
raises aspirations and supports progression to
higher education.

             Hale Field Visit
The visit to Hale offers students the opportunity to
explore local environmental and geographical
features through first-hand investigation. Practical
fieldwork encourages students to think critically,
collect evidence and deepen their understanding.

              Year 10 Geography Fieldwork – Llandudno
The Year 10 Geography Fieldwork visit to
Llandudno helps students apply classroom learning
by investigating coastal and urban environments,
developing skills in data collection, analysis and
geographical enquiry.

           Year 9 Geography Fieldwork – New Brighton
This fieldwork experience helps students apply
geographical knowledge in real-world settings while
developing observation, data collection and
analysis skills.

                  West Kirby Field Studies (Year 7)

The Year 7 visit to West Kirby introduces students to geographical fieldwork through practical
investigations of coastal environments. Students develop curiosity about the natural world while learning
essential skills in observation, recording and data analysis.

               Green Careers Events

These events introduce students to the growing
range of careers that support environmental
sustainability and the transition to a greener
economy. By engaging with employers and industry
experts, students gain insight into the skills,
qualifications and pathways needed to pursue
these opportunities.

           Liverpool School Parliament 
           - Cunard Building

Meeting at Liverpool's historic Cunard Building,
members of the Liverpool School Parliament
engage in debates and discussions on issues
affecting young people across the city. Students
develop leadership, public speaking and critical
thinking skills while learning how to represent the
views of their peers and take an active role in local
democracy.
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             National Careers Challenge
Working with employers to solve authentic
business challenges enables students to develop
enterprise, teamwork and presentation skills. The
competition encourages creativity, innovation and
resilience while helping students understand the
skills valued.

               Politics Workshop
The Politics Workshop provides students with
opportunities to explore contemporary political
issues, public policy and democratic processes
through discussion and debate. Students develop
critical thinking, analytical skills and confidence in
expressing.

                 UK Maths School Year 12 Induction

The Year 12 Induction Programme supports
students as they begin Sixth Form by combining
academic preparation with collaborative activities
that foster teamwork, resilience and independence.
Students build strong relationships with their.

             Walking Food Tour

The Walking Food Tour introduces students to the
cultural significance of regional cuisine through
guided visits to local markets and restaurants.
Students develop cultural appreciation while
exploring how food reflects history.

            Great Blue Coat Bake Off
Students and staff baked cakes, cookies and
cupcakes as part of the House Competition series.
The event combined creativity, friendly rivalry and
fundraising for KIND and the Whitechapel Centre.

               Humanities IQ Olympics
Year 10 students represented Blue Coat at
Cronton College in competitions across History,
Geography, Psychology, Criminology, English
Literature, Business and Law. Jasmine, Orla and
Doriella won the overall competition, with the
boys’ team also achieving success.

                  Merseyside Science and Technology
                  Challenge Day
Year 8 students attended a STEM challenge day at
Liverpool Hope, working in mixed teams on E-Fit
technology, LEGO Mindstorms, electric car design
and diagnostic problem-solving.

                SPT Chess Tournament

The SPT Chess Tournament gives students the
chance to earn House points while developing
strategic thinking, concentration, patience,
creativity, memory, logic and decision-making.

                Iftar Event
Students, staff and families come together to mark
Ramadan through food, reflection and community.
The event deepens understanding of Muslim
identity and creates a warm space for shared
conversation and respect.

              Diwali Event
The Diwali celebration gives students the
opportunity to explore light, hope, family and
tradition through cultural learning, food and
celebration. It strengthens inclusion by recognising
the lived experiences of our Hindu, Sikh and Jain
communities.
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                 Chinese New Year Event

Chinese New Year is celebrated as part of our
commitment to global awareness and cultural
pride. Students learn about tradition, language,
symbolism and family celebration while valuing the
contribution of Chinese culture within our school.

                 Free to Be Me Day

Free To Be Me Day celebrates individuality,
confidence and kindness. Students are encouraged
to reflect on identity, respect difference and help
create a school culture where everyone can belong,
flourish and thrive as themselves.

           Aspire Residential
The Aspire Residential challenges students through
a programme of leadership, reflection and
collaborative learning. Working alongside their
peers, students develop resilience, independence
and self-confidence while raising aspirations for
their future education.

                   Bikeability Level 3
Bikeability Level 3 equips students with advanced
cycling skills, enabling them to travel confidently
and safely in complex traffic environments. The
programme promotes independence, road safety
and healthy lifestyles.

               British Gymnastics Trip

This specialist visit allows students to observe and
learn from elite gymnastics environments.
Students gain insight into high-performance sport,
athlete development and the commitment required
to achieve excellence while inspiring future.

           Conway Residential (Year 7)

The Year 7 Conway Residential provides students
with an exciting introduction to outdoor learning
and life at Bluecoat. Through adventure activities,
team-building challenges and shared experiences,
students develop resilience, independence and
self-confidence.

                 Easdale Residential (Year 12)
The Easdale Residential provides Sixth Form
students with an opportunity to develop
independence, teamwork and leadership through
adventurous outdoor activities. Students build
resilience, strengthen relationships and prepare for
the responsibilities of Sixth Form study and life
beyond school.

                   Liverpool Watersports Centre
Students experience a range of watersports in a
safe and supportive environment, developing
confidence, teamwork and resilience. The activities
promote physical wellbeing and encourage
students to embrace new challenges while building
lasting skills and memories.

Outdoor Education, Leadership and
Personal Development

                  Military Programme (Years 7–12)

The Military Programme provides students with a
series of progressive experiences from Year 7
through to Sixth Form, designed to develop
leadership, resilience, discipline and teamwork.
Beginning in Year 7, students.

                 MVP Graduation

The MVP (Mentors in Violence Prevention)
Graduation celebrates students who have
completed leadership training focused on
promoting respect, challenging harmful behaviours
and creating a positive school culture. Participants
develop confidence, communication.
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                  Y8 Leadership School – Delamere Forest
The Delamere Forest Military School develops
resilience, leadership and teamwork through a
series of outdoor challenges and practical
activities. Students are encouraged to step outside
their comfort zones, building confidence and
determination.

                 Y8 Leadership School – Liverpool
                 Watersports Centre

Students participate in adventurous water-based
activities that promote leadership, teamwork and
resilience. The experience develops confidence,
communication and decision-making while
encouraging students to embrace challenge and
develop a growth mindset.

 
                 Y8 Leadership School – Climbing Hangar Visit
The Climbing Hangar visit develops resilience, confidence and problem-solving through indoor climbing
challenges. Students improve physical fitness while learning to overcome obstacles, support one another
and persevere in achieving personal goals.

                 Practice & Preparation Expeditions
                 (Bronze, Silver, Gold)
Students build core expedition skills through
progressively challenging practice journeys. These
experiences develop navigation, route planning,
teamwork, and decision‑making, while
strengthening resilience, independence, and
leadership. As routes become more demanding
from Bronze to Silver and Gold, participants gain
confidence in managing themselves in unfamiliar
outdoor environments and prepare effectively for
their assessed expeditions.

              Qualifying & Assessment Expeditions 
               (Bronze, Silver, Gold)
The qualifying expeditions require students to
apply their training independently while working
collaboratively to navigate, manage camp life, and
complete multi‑day routes. These assessments
cultivate perseverance, self‑reliance, and high‑level
teamwork, culminating in the Gold Qualifying
Expedition, where students demonstrate
exceptional resilience and independence.
Completing these expeditions fosters a strong
sense of achievement and marks significant
personal development.
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               British Airways – Year 8 
               Workplace Workshop
Year 8 students took part in an interactive
workshop delivered by British Airways, exploring
the wide range of careers available within one of
the world's leading airlines. Students developed
employability skills.

             Classical Association Talks
Throughout the year, Bluecoat has hosted a series
of lectures in partnership with the Classical
Association, giving students the opportunity to
engage with leading academics, researchers and
subject specialists. These talks.

            Dr Jasmine Warren – University of Liverpool 
            Psychology Visit
Dr Jasmine Warren from the University of
Liverpool delivered an engaging session
introducing students to the fascinating world of
psychology and psychological research. Students
explored contemporary topics within the subject
while.

            Everyman Theatre Team
Blue Coat was delighted to continue its close
partnership with the Everyman Theatre, providing
students with opportunities to develop their
creativity, confidence and performance skills.
Through workshops led by theatre professionals.

              George Francis – Musical Director, 
              Hadestown
Students welcomed George Francis, Musical
Director of Hadestown, who shared insights into
careers in music and theatre.

              Guide Dogs Association – Year 8 Assembly
Representatives from the Guide Dogs Association
delivered an assembly on disability awareness,
accessibility and inclusion, helping students
develop empathy and understanding.

Expert Visitors and Guest Speakers

               Jamil Abbasi – Actor and Old Blue 
               (Miss Saigon)
Old Blue Jamil Abbasi returned to Blue Coat to
share his journey from student to West End
performer, inspiring students with insights into his
career and the importance of perseverance.

             Lord Storey
Students were privileged to welcome Lord Storey,
who shared his extensive experience of public
service, education and political leadership. Through
engaging discussions, students gained a greater
understanding of democracy, civic responsibility.

              Hans Duijvendak – Handstand Films
Award-winning filmmaker Hans Duijvendak worked
with students to document Blue Coat’s story, giving
them valuable experience in professional
filmmaking and documentary production.

                Henry Blundell and Family

Members of the Blundell family visited Blue Coat to
explore the school's rich history and enduring
heritage. The visit provided students with a unique
opportunity to reflect on the school's origins.

           Paula Barker MP
Students welcomed Paula Barker MP to Blue Coat
to learn about her role in Parliament and the
importance of political engagement.

              Economics Society: Old Blue 
              Mckewen Owens
Old Blue Mckewen Owens spoke to Economics
Society about careers in investment banking,
sharing insights into the industry, key skills and
pathways to success.
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                Bebras Challenge
The Bebras Coding Competition is an international
challenge that develops computational thinking
and problem-solving skills. It uses fun, interactive
puzzles that focus on logic, patterns, and
algorithms rather than programming.

          Cronton College STEM Competition
This competition allows students to apply their
scientific knowledge to practical challenges in
collaboration with other high-achieving students.
Working in teams encourages creative thinking,
problem-solving and communication while
providing valuable experience.

         Good School Food Award
Students involved in the Good School Food Award
develop an understanding of healthy eating,
nutrition and food education. By contributing to
award initiatives and presentations, they gain
valuable experience in leadership.

         Imperial Science in Medicine Competition
The Imperial Science in Medicine Competition
challenges students to apply their scientific
knowledge to real-world medical and healthcare
issues. Working collaboratively to investigate
contemporary problems and develop evidence-
based solutions, students enhance.

          Intermediate Maths Challenge

The Intermediate Maths Challenge encourages
students to think beyond routine classroom
mathematics by tackling challenging problems that
require creativity and logical reasoning.
Participation strengthens problem-solving skills
while fostering a deeper appreciation.

          Junior Maths Challenge

The Junior Maths Challenge inspires younger
students to enjoy mathematics through engaging
and thought-provoking questions. Students
develop confidence, perseverance and logical
thinking while challenging themselves against their
peers nationally.

             Liverpool School Parliament
Participation in the Liverpool School Parliament
enables students to represent both Bluecoat and
the wider student community by debating local
issues, influencing decision-making, and working
alongside young people from across the city.

            National Careers Challenge
The National Careers Challenge enables students
to work with leading employers on real business
and enterprise projects. Participants develop
communication, leadership, creativity and
employability skills while gaining valuable insight
into future career pathways.

             National Reading Champions Quiz
The National Reading Champions Quiz celebrates
literature through an exciting national competition
that rewards wide reading, teamwork and literary
knowledge. Students broaden their reading
horizons while developing confidence,
collaboration and critical thinking skills.

          Perse Coding Challenge

The Perse Coding Challenge is an annual
competition that tests students' programming,
algorithmic thinking, and problem-solving skills.
Participants solve a series of coding challenges
using languages such as Python, Java, or other
high-level programming languages.

Academic Competitions

               Physics Olympiad
Students in Years 8 and 10 have the opportunity to
participate in the Physics Olympiad, an engaging
national competition that challenges them to apply
their scientific knowledge to thought-provoking
problems beyond the curriculum.

             Pop Maths Competition
The Pop Maths Competition gives Sixth Form
students the opportunity to tackle university-level
mathematical problems as part of a team. Hosted
at Liverpool John Moores University, the
competition encourages collaboration and
resilience.
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       Senior Maths Challenge
The Senior Maths Challenge stretches highly able
mathematicians through demanding problem-
solving questions that reward creativity and logical
thinking. Students develop resilience, analytical
skills and mathematical confidence while
competing against peers from schools across the
region and beyond.

          UK Maths School Team Building Day 
          and Year 12 Induction
Eco Club empowers students to make a positive
difference to the environment through practical
projects, campaigns and sustainability initiatives.
Members develop leadership, teamwork and
problem-solving skills while learning how individual
actions can contribute to a more sustainable
future.

                 UKMT Team Maths Challenge 
                 National Final 
Following success at regional level, students
compete against the country's strongest young
mathematicians in the National Final. The
competition develops advanced reasoning,
teamwork and mathematical creativity while
celebrating excellence in problem-solving.

            UK Space Design Competition 
            (UKSDC)
The UK Space Design Competition challenges
students to work as professional engineering teams
to solve complex scientific and technological
problems based on realistic space missions.
Participants develop teamwork, innovation,
communication and problem-solving skills while
gaining insight into the demands of the space
industry.

                 England Handball National Finals
Competing in the England Handball National Finals
gives students the opportunity to perform against
the country's leading school teams. The experience
develops confidence, teamwork and competitive
resilience while celebrating sporting excellence.

              KS4 National Badminton Finals
Qualifying for the National Badminton Finals
reflects the exceptional commitment and ability of
our students. Competing at this level develops
resilience, confidence and sportsmanship while
providing valuable experience of elite competition.

               U14 Handball Competition

Students represent Bluecoat in competitive
handball, developing teamwork, tactical awareness
and resilience while competing against schools
from across the region. Participation encourages
determination, sportsmanship and a commitment
to excellence.

                 U19 Basketball vs Thomas Telford

Representing the school at national level provides
students with opportunities to compete against
some of the country's strongest basketball teams.
Students develop leadership, resilience and
teamwork while demonstrating dedication to
training.

                U16 Table Tennis National Finals
Students competing in the National Table Tennis Finals demonstrate technical excellence, determination
and resilience. Participation at national level encourages ambition while showcasing the high standards of
sporting achievement at Bluecoat.

18 Enrichment Experience Booklet



House Competitions
House competitions take place across the academic year giving every student the
opportunity to represent their form and earn valuable house points. From academic
quizzes and creative challenges to sporting events.

Students and staff also represent their House by taking part in a variety of competitions,
which will earn points and build team spirit through friendly competition across the
school community.

Christmas Card 
Competition

Foodbank
Donations Fun Run

Great Bluecoat
Bake Off

House Charity
Competition

KS3 & KS4 Table
Tennis League

Magic
Tournament

Medusa Design
CompetitionMug Design

Staff
Badminton

Staff Darts Staff Quiz

Tug of War Year 12 House
Football

Yr 7 Benchball

CURI E FRANKLI N ROSCOE

SEACOLE TODD TURI NG
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