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As another busy and successful academic year draws to a close, | would like to thank everyone who has
contributed to the life of The Blue Coat School. Looking back through our newsletters, it is remarkable
to see just how much our students have achieved. Their hard work, curiosity, creativity and willingness
to become involved have made this a year of which our whole community can be extremely proud.

Our students have enjoyed success in the classroom and far beyond it. They have competed nationally
in handball and table tennis, represented Merseyside in athletics, completed Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions and participated enthusiastically in our House competitions and Blue Coat World Cup.
They have performed on the Everyman Theatre's main stage, taken part in concerts and productions,
earned prestigious music scholarships and represented the school in academic competitions.

The breadth of experiences offered this year has once again been exceptional. Students have taken
part in fieldwork, exchanges and educational visits, including opportunities in Bordeaux, Freiburg,
Barcelona and at CERN. Closer to home, they have visited universities, theatres and cultural
organisations, worked with primary schools and participated in workshops designed to develop their
confidence, leadership and understanding of the world around them.

We have also continued to strengthen the sense of belonging that lies at the heart of Blue Coat. Our
celebrations of Iftar, Diwali and Lunar New Year, together with the work of our EDI Team, student
leaders, House representatives and peer mentors, have helped ensure that our school reflects and
celebrates the wonderful diversity of its community. Our students have raised money for charity,
supported one another and demonstrated our motto, “Not for oneself, but for all,” through their
service, generosity and compassion.

None of this would be possible without our dedicated staff. | would like to thank our teachers, support
staff, pastoral teams, administrative colleagues, site staff, technicians and catering staff for everything
they have done throughout the year. Their care, professionalism and willingness to provide
opportunities for our students are what make Blue Coat such a special school. | also extend my sincere
thanks to our parents and carers, Trustees, Blue Coat Foundation and community partners for their
continued encouragement, trust and support. Our excellent attendance, which has remained
significantly above the national average, reflects the strong partnership between school, students and
families.

We also say a fond farewell to several members of staff who will be leaving us this summer. Miss
Hatton-Ballaird, Miss Pascu, Mrs Edwards, Miss Aloui and Mr Davidson who are either moving on to new
schools or other opportunities; we wish them every success as they begin the next stage of their
careers. A special mention must go to Dr Wilde, who is retiring after being a cornerstone of our Physics
Department. His knowledge, commitment and contribution to generations of students have been
greatly valued, and he will be very much missed. We wish him a long and happy retirement and look
forward to welcoming him back to school events in the future.

Finally, | hope all our students, families and staff enjoy a well-earned summer break. Please take time
to rest, spend time with those who matter to you and enjoy the opportunities that the holiday brings.
Stay safe, particularly when travelling, spending time outdoors or visiting open water, and look after
yourselves and one another. Thank you for everything you have contributed this year, and | wish the
entire Blue Coat community a very happy, peaceful and safe summer.
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’ YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO FREIBURG, GERMANY

Our Year 12 Geography students have arrived safely in Freiburg, Germany, for their fieldwork visit focused
on sustainability, urban planning and environmental management. The group has been welcomed by hot
and sunny weather and has already begun exploring the city and experiencing its distinctive atmosphere.

Freiburg is widely recognised as one of Europe’s leading sustainable cities, making it an ideal location for
students to deepen their understanding of the themes studied in Geography. During the visit, students are
exploring the city's green policies, sustainable transport systems and innovative approaches to urban
design.

The programme includes a guided sustainability tour through the historic city centre, visits to key public
spaces such as Platz der Alten Synagoge, and time to explore the cathedral area and local farmers’ market.
Students will also visit the Vauban eco-district and solar settlement, both of which are internationally
recognised examples of sustainable urban planning in practice.

As part of the fieldwork, students are carrying out investigations in Freiburg city centre and Vauban,
collecting data and making observations to support their wider geographical learning. The group will also
visit the Black Forest and the Waldhaus Forest Education Centre, where they will consider sustainable
forest management and the relationship between people and the natural environment.

Alongside their academic work, students have been enjoying Freiburg’s local sights and sampling a range
of restaurants and eateries across the city. The trip is providing an excellent opportunity to apply
classroom learning in a real-world setting, develop fieldwork skills and experience German culture with
friends and classmates.

EXCITING PLANS TO DEVELOP DANCE AT BLUE COAT

We are delighted to providing next year an exciting new opportunity to establish Dance as part of the
curriculum and wider enrichment programme at Blue Coat next year. The proposed development would
give students the chance to experience high-quality dance teaching, develop their confidence and
creativity, and take part in new performance opportunities across the school.

Initial plans include a weekly lunchtime Dance Company for Year 7 and Year 8 students, alongside an
after-school GCSE Dance programme. The provision would be supported by carefully planned teaching
resources, ensuring that students can build their practical skills while also developing their understanding
of choreography, performance and dance theory.

The proposed Dance Company would offer younger students an engaging introduction to dance and
provide a pathway into future study and performance. The longer-term ambition is to place Dance firmly
on the map at Blue Coat and to create a strong programme of opportunities across the Arts. This could
include performances, productions and collaborative projects involving students from across the lower
school, further strengthening the breadth of enrichment available to our community.
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YEAR 10 FOOD TECHNOLOGY STUDENTS
EXPLORE MANCHESTER'S NORTHERN QUARTER

Mrs Graham and a group of Year 10 Food Technology students recently travelled to Manchester to take
part in a walking food tour of the city's vibrant Northern Quarter. The visit gave students the
opportunity to explore a range of independent food businesses, sample different dishes and learn more
about the ingredients, techniques and cultural influences behind the food they tasted.

The experience directly supported students' GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition studies. During the
tour, they were able to consider food provenance, nutrition, sensory gqualities, presentation and the
reasons why consumers make particular food choices. They also observed how businesses respond to
current food trends, dietary requirements and changing customer expectations.

Students were encouraged to think carefully about flavour, texture, aroma and appearance, helping
them develop the sensory evaluation skills required for practical work and written analysis. The visit
also provided useful inspiration for recipe development, menu planning and the Non-Examined
Assessment element of the GCSE course, where students must research, test and evaluate food
products.

The tour also introduced students to the wider hospitality and catering industry, including the
importance of branding, customer service, sustainability and using local or seasonal ingredients. It was
an enjoyable and valuable opportunity to connect classroom learning with real food businesses and
possible future careers. Thank you to Mrs Graham for organising the visit and to the students for
representing Blue Coat so positively throughout the day.
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BLUE COAT CRICKET TEAM REACH LANCASHIRE FINAL

Blue Coat's Year 7 cricket team have made school history by winning
the prestigious Lancashire Cup for the first time. Their remarkable
journey culminated in an outstanding eight-wicket victory in the final,
securing a historic title and completing a memorable campaign.

The team reached the final following a thrilling and determined semi-
final performance. After posting 111 for 4, Blue Coat showed
tremendous resilience to defend their total and claim a dramatic six-
run victory. The match appeared to be slipping away when the
opposition needed only 21 runs from the final five overs, but
disciplined bowling, sharp fielding and excellent teamwork enabled
the players to hold their nerve under intense pressure.

Having reached only the second Lancashire final in the school's
history, the team entered the decisive match with confidence and
purpose. They produced another composed and impressive
performance, restricting their opponents before chasing down the
required total with eight wickets remaining.

This is a truly exceptional achievement and a significant moment in Blue Coat's sporting history. We are
enormously proud of the players for their skill, determination, resilience and conduct throughout the
competition. Congratulations also go to the staff who coached and supported the team. Our Year 7
Lancashire Cup champions have represented the school with distinction and created a piece of history that
will be remembered for many years.

GETTING READY FOR SEPTEMBER: OUR COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS

As we prepare for the new academic year, students and families are reminded of the shared expectations that
help make Blue Coat a successful, respectful and inclusive community. Belonging to our school means taking
pride in our identity, supporting one another and recognising that everyone has a responsibility to contribute
positively to school life. Assemblies have taken place for all year groups and we have shared the key information
with pupils and parents on the website.

Attendance and punctuality remain central to achievement. Being in school every day, arriving on time and
being ready to learn allow students to make the most of every lesson and opportunity. Merits will continue to
recognise excellent effort, positive contributions and the choices students make to support our wider
community.

Students must also arrive properly equipped each day. This includes a suitable school bag, pencil case, blue or
black pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, green pen, mini-whiteboard pen and calculator. Purple pens will be provided in
September. From the start of the new term, students should place their pencil cases on their desks when
entering all non-practical lessons as a clear sign that they are organised and ready to learn.

From September 2026, our “Gate to Gate” mobile phone policy will be fully implemented. Mobile phones and
other personal electronic devices must not be seen or heard anywhere on the school site during the school day,
including in lessons, during movement between lessons, at form time, break or lunchtime. This reflects

Department for Education guidance requiring schools to restrict pupils’ use of mobile phones throughout the
school day.

The policy is designed to protect learning, reduce distractions, encourage positive face-to-face interaction and
help maintain a safe and respectful school environment. We ask parents and carers to support the school by
discussing this expectation with their children before the start of term.

All students must arrive on the first day wearing the correct uniform, with every item clearly labelled with their
full name. Students in Years 7-11 should wear the blue-braided blazer and approved grey uniform, while Sixth
Form students should wear the yellow-braided blazer with the approved grey or navy uniform. All pupils are
expected to have hair must of one natural colour, footwear must be plain black and polishable, and jewellery,
make-up and nail expectations must be followed for each year group. Arriving correctly dressed, fully equipped
and ready to learn will help every student make a confident and positive start to the new academic year.
Parents are encouraged to contact school if they need further clarification.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
BRONZE DOFE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Well done to our first group of Year 9
students who have received their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award certificates this
week! This is a fantastic achievement and
marks an important milestone in their DofE
journey. Through a combination of
volunteering, physical activity, skill
development and expedition training,
students have demonstrated great
determination and enthusiasm.

Earning a Bronze Award requires dedication,
perseverance and a willingness to step
outside of comfort zones. Throughout the
programme, our students have shown

resilience, commitment and teamwork, embracing every challenge and making the most of the
opportunities the award provides. Their success is a testament to their hard work over many
months.

Congratulations to all students who have achieved this award, as well as the staff and families who
have supported them along the way. We are incredibly proud of their achievements and look
forward to celebrating many more Duke of Edinburgh’s Award successes in the future.

PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH POSTER COMPETITION
SHOWCASES OUTSTANDING STUDENT TALENT

A huge congratulations to all the students

who took part in our Psychology Research

Poster Competition. Students designed and

carried out their own original research

projects before presenting their findings in

professional, university-style academic

posters. The standard of work was

exceptional, with students demonstrating

impressive curiosity, creativity and scientific

thinking across a wide range of fascinating - ;
psychological topics. ; N ; EResam checater

The competition winners were: 1st Place - : o
Maggie M for The Effects of Chewing Gum

on Concentration; 2nd Place - Olivia V for

The Relationship Between Time Spent on Social Media and Self-Esteem; and 3rd Place — Ria J for
The Effect of Arrangement on Recall. Their projects stood out for their thoughtful research design,
clear presentation and insightful conclusions.

The judging panel was extremely impressed by the quality of all the entries and the enthusiasm
shown throughout the competition. Well done to every student who participated for their hard
work, dedication and excellent research skills. We are incredibly proud of your achievements and
look forward to seeing more outstanding psychological research in the future.
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PSYCHOLOGY POSTER COMPETITION WINNERS
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RAPHEL DIX SELECTED FOR THE
27TH CARROM EUROCUP

We are delighted to share the exciting news that Raphel
Dix will represent the UK Carrom Federation at the 27th
Carrom EuroCup 2026, taking place in Prague, Czech
Republic, from 16 to 20 July 2026.

=)
e www ukcarramfed.com ()

UK CARROM FEDERATION

Raphel is a talented young member of the UK Carrom
Federation and will travel with his two sisters, parents and
a wider UK delegation of 16 players, supported by a team
manager. His selection for this prestigious international
competition is a fantastic achievement and reflects his
skill, commitment and enthusiasm for the sport.

It is also wonderful to see the strong support Raphel
receives from his family, who will accompany him
throughout the tournament. Opportunities such as this
provide invaluable experience, allowing young players to
compete internationally, meet participants from across
Europe and further develop their confidence and sporting

ability. v

i d
Everyone at Blue Coat is extremely proud of Raphel. We wish him, his family and the entire UK
team a safe journey, a memorable experience and every success in Prague.

BLUE COAT STUDENTS WIN ROYAL SOCIETY OF CHEMISTRY
SCHOOLS" ANALYST COMPETITION

Congratulations to Chigozim, Shubham and
Jayadev, who were crowned The Blue Coat School
winners of the Royal Society of Chemistry Schools’
Analyst Competition. Their exceptional analytical
skills, attention to detail and scientific knowledge
helped them achieve this fantastic success in a
challenging and highly respected competition.

Working together as a team, the students
demonstrated excellent problem-solving abilities,
dedication and perseverance throughout the
event. Their collaborative approach and
commitment to achieving accurate results were
key factors in their outstanding performance and
well-deserved victory.

We are incredibly proud of Chigozim, Shubham
and Jayadev for representing the school so
brilliantly. A huge thank you also goes to all the
students who took part and embraced the
challenge with enthusiasm. We look forward to
seeing more Blue Coat students showcase their
scientific talents in next year's competition.
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KESHAV SETS HIS SIGHTS ON
OXFORD RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMME

Year 10 student Keshav Harave is taking part in the Oxford 1Q
Academy Residential Programme this week.

The residential programme has given Keshav the opportunity to
experience university-style learning in an inspiring and academically
challenging environment. He is particularly interested in the one-to-
one tutorial model, which reflects the teaching approach used at
Oxford and Cambridge. Keshav hopes the programme will
strengthen his critical-thinking skills, develop his confidence and
provide valuable insight into university applications, personal
statements and interview preparation.

Keshav is was looking forward to and excited by the programme’s
practical focus on medical technology, biotechnology and other
areas of healthcare. He hopes to take part in research tasks and
small projects that will help him understand how scientific
knowledge is applied in real-world settings. He is also keen to learn
from researchers, admissions specialists and other experts, making
the most of every opportunity to extend his knowledge beyond the
classroom.

Keshav believes the Oxford residential experience would allow him
to work alongside other ambitious young people, build valuable
academic and personal skills, and prepare for the challenges of
university life. We are very proud of his commitment to his studies
and future career; we hoe he has a wonderful time at the residential.

CELEBRATING OUR PROGRESS IN INCLUSION

We are delighted to share that our recent Inclusion Quality Mark review was an extremely positive experience
and provided an important opportunity to celebrate how far our work on inclusion has developed. The review
recognised the commitment across our school community to ensuring that every student feels welcomed,
respected, represented and able to succeed. It also highlighted the significant progress we have made as we
continue our journey towards becoming an IQM Centre of Excellence.

Over the past year, we have worked together to establish a clearer and more inclusive vision for the school.
Students, parents, staff and Trustees have all contributed to this process, helping us develop shared values
that reflect the community we serve. We have also strengthened student voice through the School Council,
House system, Senior Prefect Team, peer mentoring and student-led activities, ensuring that young people
have meaningful opportunities to shape school life.

Our work in the classroom has also continued to move forward. Departments have reviewed their curricula to
include a wider range of identities, cultures, histories and perspectives, supported by staff training on
inclusive classroom practice, autism, anxiety, emotional regulation and de-escalation. This work is helping us
create classrooms where students experience predictable routines, appropriate support and learning that
enables them to feel seen, valued and represented.

Beyond the classroom, our enrichment programme continues to make an important contribution to
inclusion and belonging. Events including our Community Iftar, Diwali and Chinese New Year celebrations,
Black History Month activities, House events, assemblies and community partnerships have brought
students, families and staff together. These opportunities allow our students to celebrate their own identities
while developing their understanding of the experiences, beliefs and traditions of others.

A huge thank you must go to the wonderful parents and students who generously contributed their views,
experiences and opinions during the review process. Their honesty and enthusiasm helped us demonstrate
both the strengths of our work and the areas where we can continue to improve. We would also like to thank
every member of staff who shapes and delivers inclusion each day—through their classroom practice,
pastoral support and the exceptional enrichment opportunities they provide. This positive review belongs to
our entire school community, and we look forward to building on this success together.
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OUTSTANDING FOURTH-PLACE FINISH
IN NATIONAL MATHS CHALLENGE

We are delighted to celebrate an outstanding
achievement by one of our talented mathematicians,
who secured an impressive fourth-place ranking in the
Chithambara Maths Challenge.

This exceptional result places her among the top six
competitors and has earned her the exciting
opportunity to take part in a special educational visit to
the University of Cambridge on Saturday 18 July. The
visit will provide a fantastic opportunity to explore one
of the world's leading universities, experience its
inspiring academic environment and learn more about
studying mathematics at the highest level.

Achieving fourth place in such a demanding competition is a tremendous accomplishment and
reflects her mathematical ability, determination and commitment. Everyone at Blue Coat is
extremely proud of her success.

We congratulate her on this brilliant achievement and wish her a wonderful and inspiring visit to
Cambridge!

COMMUNITY CYCLING EVENTS AT
CALDERSTONES PARK

Families are invited to take part in a series of free community
cycling events taking place throughout August at Calderstones
Park. Delivered through a partnership between Hype Urban Bikes,
Merseyside Police and Liverpool City Council, these events aim to
promote safe cycling, active travel and community safety.

The sessions offer a range of helpful services for cyclists of all ages,
including:
Free bike marking and security registration
Free bike health and safety checks
Advice on bike security and safe cycling
Opportunities to meet local organisations supporting active
travel and community safety

The initiative has been designed to help reduce bicycle theft,
improve bike safety and encourage more children and families to
enjoy cycling with confidence.

Event Details

? Venue: Outside The Reader, Calderstones Park
7 When: Every Friday throughout August

® Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm

There is no need to book — simply turn up on the day.

These events provide an excellent opportunity during the summer
holidays to ensure your family's bikes are safe, roadworthy and
securely marked before heading out on your next cycling
adventure. We encourage all pupils, parents and carers to take
advantage of these free services and support a healthier, more
active community. & &
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Students, families and staff are invited to take part in ChessFest Liverpool ONE, a free community chess
event taking place on Sunday 19 July from 11.00am to 4.00pm at Chavasse Park, Liverpool ONE.

ChessFest will bring together players of all ages and abilities in a friendly and inclusive environment.
Whether you are learning how to play for the first time or already enjoy competing, the event will offer a
wide range of activities designed to help everyone develop their skills and enjoy the game.

Throughout the day, visitors will be able to take part in free coaching sessions, friendly games, casual and
competitive play, and a fast-paced Blitz tournament. There will also be opportunities to meet members of
Liverpool's chess community and find out more about local clubs and ways to continue playing.

The event is completely free to attend and provides a fantastic opportunity for families to enjoy chess
together in the heart of Liverpool. Those wishing to compete in the free Blitz tournament can register
online here.

We hope many members of the Blue Coat community will take part in what promises to be an enjoyable
celebration of strategy, concentration and friendly competition.

BLUE COAT SUCCESS AT TEENTECH

Johanna J, Siddarth S and Zitong Y were invited to the

Teen Tech Awards as finalists for their project. They had

the privilege to participate in this year’'s national TeenTech

competition held in London. Our team “VitaLink” was

entered in the Patient Safety category and we achieved a

Silver award for the development of a live ecg

transmission system integrating the use of Al to flag STEMIs, hence acting as tool to aid paramedics in
high pressure situations.

One of the most valuable parts of the competition was presenting our idea to a panel of industry
professionals during the final. Explaining our project and answering their questions challenged us to think
critically about our design and justify the decisions we had made. The feedback we received was
incredibly constructive and reflecting on their suggestions helped us recognise both the strengths of our
project and the areas that could be improved. It was a fantastic opportunity to learn from experienced
professionals and develop our presentation and communication skills.

We also enjoyed seeing the creative projects that other students had designed. Meeting so many
intelligent young people with similar aspirations was definitely an inspiring experience and we fostered
multiple connections with different students across the UK.

Although we didn't win the overall competition, it was a privilege to take part and reach the final stage.
Receiving a Silver Award and the Best Teamwork Award made the experience even more rewarding, but
this opportunity definitely sparked a determination amongst us to use technology meaningfully in each of
our future paths.
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YEAR 7 STUDENTS TO STAR ON BBC NEWSROUND

A group of Year 7 students had the exciting opportunity to appear
in a special BBC Newsround feature designed to support Year 6
pupils as they prepare for the move to secondary school. The
filming took place at Blue Coat on Wednesday 15" July, with BBC
journalists Erica and Josh working alongside around a number of
our Year 7 students.

The BBC feature will be a positive and reassuring guide for
children who may be feeling nervous about starting secondary
school. Our students will share their own experiences of moving
from primary school, including how they prepared, made new
friends, settled into lessons and adjusted to the greater
independence of high school life.

Students will also offer practical advice and encouragement directly to the camera. They will
discuss what they wish they had known before starting Year 7, what surprised them most and the
opportunities they have enjoyed since joining Blue Coat. Their contributions will help younger
pupils understand that feeling apprehensive is completely normal and that support is always
available.

The BBC team will spend time with the students before filming to help them develop their ideas
and ensure that their own voices and experiences are at the heart of the feature. The film is
expected to be broadcast on Newsround in the run-up to the new academic year, with versions
potentially appearing on television, the BBC website and Newsround’'s social media channels.

We are extremely proud of the students taking part and delighted that they will be able to use
their experiences to help the next generation make a confident and positive start to secondary
school. We look forward to seeing our Year 7 stars on screen!

BLUE COAT STUDENTS RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS BURSARY AWARDS

We are delighted to announce that three Blue Coat LIVERPOOL
students have been selected to receive bursary

prizes from the Liverpool Education Grants E DUCATION
Charitable Trust. Following their nominations,

Charlotte Allen, Isaac Clay and Anna Chen have all G RANTS

been recognised for their achievements, C HARITABLE

commitment and future potential. T RUST

Isaac C has been awarded the Gareth Rogers Prize, receiving £200 towards his studies.
Charlotte A has been selected for the J R Edwards Prize for Languages and will receive £250,
while Anna C has been awarded the Lawrence Holt Prize, also receiving £250 towards her
studies.

These awards recognise the hard work, ambition and dedication that Charlotte, Isaac and
Anna have demonstrated throughout their time at Blue Coat. The bursaries will provide
valuable support as they continue their education and take the next steps in their academic
journeys.

The Liverpool Education Grants Charitable Trust also commended the school for the support
provided to the students and for its role in helping them achieve success. We are extremely
proud of all three recipients and congratulate them on this well-deserved recognition. We
wish Charlotte, Isaac and Anna every success in the future.
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OPENING DOORS TO OPPORTUNITY: THE SUTTON TRUST SUMMER
SCHOOL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH

Angelina Bayite recently took part in the Sutton Trust Summer School at the

University of Edinburgh, a fully funded residential programme that offers

students a unique opportunity to experience university life first-hand. For THE
hundreds of young people each year, the Sutton Trust Summer School at the

University of Edinburgh offers far more than a week away from home. It provides SUTTON
an opportunity to experience university life first-hand, build confidence, explore

academic interests and develop aspirations that may have once seemed beyond

reach. The fully funded residential programme allows students to live in TRUST
university accommodation, attend lectures and practical sessions, receive

guidance on university applications, and experience life as an undergraduate in
one of the UK's leading universities.

The Sutton Trust is one of the UK's leading social mobility charities. Since its

establishment in 1997, it has worked to improve opportunities for young people

from low and middle-income backgrounds through research, policy influence

and practical programmes that help talented students access leading universities and careers. Its summer
schools, apprenticeship programmes and university support initiatives are designed to ensure that a young
person's future is determined by their ability and ambition rather than their background.

The University of Edinburgh's Sutton Trust Summer School brings
together students from across the UK who attend state schools and meet
widening participation criteria. During the week, participants experience
lectures, tutorials, laboratory work and group projects across a wide
range of subjects, while also receiving expert advice on UCAS
applications, student finance, accommodation and university life. Living
in student residences and taking part in social activities gives
participants an authentic insight into higher education and helps remove
many of the uncertainties that can surround applying to university.

What makes programmes like this so valuable is their ability to raise
aspirations while making university feel both achievable and accessible.
Many students who attend have never previously visited a university
campus or met people studying the subjects they hope to pursue. By
spending a week immersed in academic learning and student life, they
gain confidence, develop independence and begin to see themselves as
future undergraduates. The opportunity to meet like-minded peers from
across the country also creates lasting friendships and support networks
that continue beyond the programme itself.

Summer schools also play an important role in improving social
mobility. They help students make informed decisions about their
future, understand the university application process and develop
the skills needed to succeed in higher education. For many
participants, the experience reinforces their ambition to apply to
competitive universities and equips them with the knowledge and
confidence to do so successfully. Research and programme
evaluations have shown that Sutton Trust summer schools can have
a significant positive impact on students' progression to higher
education.

The Sutton Trust Summer School at the University of Edinburgh
demonstrates what can be achieved when universities and charities
work together to widen participation. By combining academic
challenge with practical guidance and personal support, the
programme helps talented young people recognise their potential
and take confident steps towards their future. At a time when
improving access to higher education remains a national priority,
initiatives such as these continue to make a meaningful difference
to the lives of thousands of students across the United Kingdom.
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THE WORLD CUP STOCK MARKET
REACHES THE FINAL WHISTLE &

The World Cup Stock Simulator has been a huge success! Thanks
to more than 170 students, staff and supporters entering the
competition or donating, Blue Coat has raised around £250 for
its new charity partner, The Sunshine Group, which supports
women across Liverpool through breast cancer diagnosis,
treatment and recovery. It is another fantastic example of our
school community coming together to make a difference.

The competition is now going right down to the wire! Following
France's and England's 20% share price crashes after their semi-
final exits (sadly, it's not coming home—but there's always Euro
2028l!), Spain and Argentina have set up a blockbuster World Cup
Final. Around 25% of portfolios contain Argentina, while 19%
include Spain, meaning the overall winners are now likely to be
decided by the goals scored tie-breaker. If Spain win, the final
leaderboard is expected to look like this:

Mia Sweenay B B17.97

Woolton Argentina 8,817.97

lcnnm.chcam 8,817.97

T-n'lvEnIF-IA 8,817.97

If Argentina win, it is likely to look like this:

Sesko Clubcard &,8960.31

Tam Gd.ilaghal' 6,960.:31

lityfloweri3 6,960.31

Haeunha Matets 6,960.31

Interestingly, while Belgium and Morocco both reached the quarter-finals, the highest-performing
portfolios that included Argentina generally paired them with Belgium and South Africa, proving that
some of the most successful investors looked well beyond the obvious favourites when building their
teams.

The prize pool is expected to be worth around £125 for 1st place, £75 for 2nd place, and £35 for 3rd
place. Congratulations also to Adam Ahmad (Year 10), who has already secured the £25 Last Place Prize
after his portfolio of 17 Iraq shares, one Curacao share and one Haiti share suffered a spectacular 75%
market crash, edging everyone else on the goals scored tie-breaker.

Everyone who entered can follow the live leaderboard, market updates, statistics, blogs and
background music at https://bluecoatwccomp26.base44.app/, which will be updated live throughout
the World Cup Final.

Finally, a special mention goes to some of my favourite team names from the competition: Sue
Diligence, Wirtz Case Scenario, Sesko Clubcard, Chiellini Con Carne, Messi Business, No Kane, No Gain,
Ashton's Arbitrage, Bellingham Palace, Stocks Are Peak, and Mr Melia's Retirement Fund.
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KEY DATES

Date

Tuesday 1st September 2026

Staff Development Day

Wednesday 2nd September 2026

Staff Development Day

Thursday 3rd September 2026

Y7 & Y12 Students Return

Friday 4th September 2026

All Students Return

Thursday 10th September 2026

School Picture Day Y7 & Y10

Saturday 19th September 2026

Phase 2 Entrance Tests

Monday 21st September 2026 - Friday 25th September 2026

House Assemblies Week

Thursday 24th September 2026

Y12 Parent Information Evening

Thursday 8th October 2026

Y12 & Y13 Detah of a Salesman theatre trip

Friday 9th October 2026 & Saturday 10th October 2026

Y7 conway trip

Monday 11th October 2026 - Thursday 15th October 2026

Y11 English and Maths GCSE Mocks

Thursday 15th October 2026

Y7 Form Tutor Evening

Thursday 15th October 2026

National UCAS early application deadline

Thursday 15th October 2026 - Sunday 18th October 2026

Paris Trip

Thursday 22nd October 2026

Ski Trip Parent Meeting

Friday 23rd October 2026

Term Ends at 3:30pm

1
fumi

2

YUMETHYA (8TV)

POPPY (8T0)

%P NADIA (7TU)

*ti, o T
*.
e —

YADIAIL (7FR)
KAVENAJA (9RO)

ROHAN (9TU)
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SUPPORT THE EXPERIENCES THAT HELP SHAPE STUDENTS

From clubs and competitions to creative projects and performances, our students gain so much from extracurricular opportunities, and
your support keeps them going.

A contribution of just £10 per term (£30 per year) per student makes a real difference. Plus, every £10 donation earns a chance to win £50
in our monthly raffle!

See Parentmail for payment details and give today, together we can keep our enrichment programme rich, varied, and open to all.

%@The Liverpool Blue Coat School Foundation

EVER FANCIED HAVING YOUR NAME
LITERALLY WRITTEN INTO
BLUE COAT’S HISTORY?

Chris (‘89), John ('92)! | The Ahmad Famil
and the Smith Fam May 2026

In memory of a great
Chemistry teacher, Mrs Bur

NOW'’S YOUR CHANCE!

We're inviting alumni, families, and friends to leave a lasting (and
rather stylish) mark by sponsoring a personalised plaque on one of
our chapel pews. For just £100, you can dedicate a plaque in your own
name, your family’s name, or in memory of someone special—creating
a small but meaningful legacy that will be seen by generations to
come.

Feeling sociable? You can even team up with friends—up to seven
names can share a bench—making it a wonderful way to celebrate
friendships as well as memories.

It's a lovely way to honour your connection to the school, support our
beautiful chapel, and secure your place as part of its story!

Email: foundation@bluecoatschool.org.uk for more information
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AL Naftkonal Online Safety, we balleve inempowering porents; carsrs and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversotionabout online sofety with thelr childsan, should thay feel
it ks naedad. This gubds focu=zos on one of many issues which we befiove trusted oduits should ba mwome of. Fliogas visil notionalc olleg eccom for furthar guildes, hints and tips fer odutts,

What Schools’/ eed to Kﬁfow about T 2

THE ON LINE SAFETY ACT

¥ The Online Safety Act was passed inta LIK law in October 2023, with the aim of establishing major new layers of
2 5 protection for children when they're online. The gevernment has pledged “a zero-tolerance approach to’

= protecting children from online hulmz;!'l-iénd the oct certainly includes more powerful legisiation which should S
WHAT THE help to safeguard young pmpia injthe dlglt‘ul warld. our gumla summorisas the key points for schools ..
ACT WILL DO S e e 1

HAEMFULCDHTENT , : S NON-CONSENSUAL
/ SHARING

Sociol media sites must |
rapidly remowve illegol |
mpd,fqrhmm.!pm
Hlll!hilﬂhllw-ﬂ'

f,ﬂaz i

The act hos some specific |mpﬂnuﬂunufurscho-uh h‘lmanﬂul that leaders undmshndﬂlnnaw!egulﬁm‘nwpc and limitations. The act is certainly o
pnsitlw ublp but az artificial intelligence and mlarudwmas in tech continue to preduce nwchqﬂmsnhouh will shH need to remain extremely vigiiant.

L - = e '-"'
KNOW WHEI?E TO GET HELP REMEMBER THE ESSENTM.LS .. WATCH FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS
Look out for the Code of Conduct that Ofcom ks creating Remain mindiul of your %] There are some lssues on which the leglsiation g._
In response to the Onllne Safety Act. Note that the new organisatlon’s own online i . remains less clear for now: whether it's possible ’
o~ legislation doesn’t mean an Instant change: many of its activities: the legal duty for schools to ~ for Ofcom to scan encrypted private m s {such
e T o g DU o Wi« U e e e
humsonihl wttlbcmlngu February 2024, : : L hove less legol protection.
s -kl - r

UN'DERSTAND AND EXPLAIN ENGAGE WITH PARENTS ;

=~ stolf sheuld learn hww rojse concerns with tech companies whose plwtfnrm Schoolz should also exploin to parents and carers the new a

contain anything u or feosaont. Students also nud to be mod possibilities that the Online Safety Al:tui'fordu them in terms of

awdre of the newly str-nggnnld aws relating to cyber-bul protecting their children. Many ts l'ﬂﬂ'L previously felt that there
sexting or pu!lng Inoppropriate content. Young le do mulcl was little they could do about changing online platforms’ content; they now
mistakes anline - @ elearer thalr understanding of the possibla @‘ have a tar greater level ol suppert when camplaining about a company or the

consequUences, lhl hltnr. behaviour of an individual.

National
Online
Safety’

Meet OQur Expert

Lusep @ nerrectan beSenics Dopuey Hond ez
Tt 1 51 Misinnedion s sy o sl Mo b e
faned weriberks b Chis T8 {rarminieg athar faernals) o

Dérnctar ol Safaglneding
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: iy HWakeUpWednesday
' @natonlinesafety li [NationalonlineSafety @ @naticnalonlinesafety d @national_online_safety
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