‘0 LK

SR =T 1 MRS 1M ISE S S | o
; RUSS Ag THE GJ;C:)ERAPI-IJY

Covering 17 million square kilometres, Russia is the largest country
in the world. It is 70 times the size of the UK and twice the size of the
USA, spanning 11 different time zones and bordering 14 nations.
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The longest
riverin Europe, the Volga,
is very important to Russia.
Itis 3,530 kilometres long
and nearly half of Russias
largest cities are found
along its route.
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~ Siberiaandthe
~ Russian Far Fasthave
- lots of natural resources,
~ suchas oil and gas, but not
~ many people. The landscape
~ isharshand cold, with
 manyforestsand

RUSSIA'S SIZE

In terms of land, Russia is nearly
twice the size of China. In terms

of people, it is smaller (it has a
population of only 144 million, while
China has more than a billion).
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Yakutsk is one

of the world’s coldest
cities: in winter the
temperature is about Vs
-40°C, although it has AAA- A
YAKUTSK dropped as low AAAS
as -64°C.
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poor soil make farming ~
difficult in large parts 4 2
of the country. Winter S ed it
crops often have to be CHINA '0’&’
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THE ROUTE INTO RUSSIA

To the west of Russia lies a flat area called the North European Plain.
It forms a narrow corridor through Poland, with mountains on one
side and sea on the other. But as it reaches Russia’s border the plain
widens out, making a shape that looks a bit like a pizza wedge. It’s
harder to defend this wide expanse than the narrow gap in Poland, so
throughout Russia’s history its leaders have tried to control the thin
end of the wedge to protect this weak point in its defences.
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