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Policy title: Charging and Remission Policy
Function: For information and guidance about which aspects of school life The Blue Coat
School will and will not charge parents for. This document forms part of the
portfolio of policies designed to inform students and parents.
Status Approved

Statutory guidance: | DFE Charging for school activities (May 2018)

Audience: Students, Parents, Leaders, Trustees
Ownership: Board of Trustees/Headteacher

Last reviewed: May 2023

Reviewed by: Trustees: Finance and Resources
Next review: Every two-years —June 2025
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Aims and objectives

At the Blue Coat School our vision is simple. All that we do is focused on developing exceptionally well-
rounded individuals with the skills to thrive and positively contribute in a rapidly changing society.

This in underpinned by our unrelenting focus on:

Inspiring excellence

Excellence is not something that is simply achieved. It something that we always strive for so that we can
continually create opportunity and enhance the life chances of talented young people from broad and
diverse backgrounds. The best is not, however, always the easiest. Our staff and learners will be resilient,
and able to overcome barriers and challenges to ensure that potential is unlocked.

Shaping character

Our learners leave us not just knowing how to do things, but how to do things in the right way for the right
reasons. That is why humility and integrity are the key pillars of our community, and the basis for how we
treat one another. They ensure we have a culture where individuals are treated with care and compassionate
respectfulness.

Forging futures

Every member of our community will leave us embracing their strengths and with ambition and aspiration
as to how they can contribute positively to the modern world they are entering. Our students will become
the leaders of tomorrow.

By extension, our values, approach and ethos are embodied in, and implemented through, our policies and
procedures. They are the framework to support all that we do and achieve.

1 This policy sets out The Blue Coat School’s general principle to charging of and remission of school
activities.

2 This policy is intended to be used to provide clear principles to trustees, school leaders, school
staff, parents and students about which school activities may or may not be charged for.

3 The policy outlines The Blue Coat School’s aim to support students and families in hardship where
it can.

Roles and responsibilities

4  The board of trustees will ensure this policy:
= s in line with the law and government advice about charging and remissions for school
activities
= jsimplemented effectively
= jsreviewed periodically
* s maintained and updated as required.
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The headteacher will ensure that:
= key school staff have a good understanding of this policy
= this policy is implemented appropriately into day-to-day school systems
= the school’s daily practices support the principles and values of this policy.

All staff at The Blue Coat School will ensure they have read this policy and that they are able to
adequately guide students and parents who may have queries about charging and remission.

Procedures and practices

General principles

7

The Blue Coat School recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional
activities, including clubs, trips and residential experiences can make towards students’ personal
and social education.

The Blue Coat School promotes and provides such activities both as part of enriching a broad and
balanced curriculum for the students of the school and as additional optional activities.

The Blue Coat School will strictly adhere to DFE advice about what aspects of provision parents
may be charged for.

What parents will not be asked to pay for

10

Parents will not be asked to pay for:
= any part of the admissions process
= education provided during school hours that is prescribed by the national curriculum or
exam syllabi
= entry for public examination
= transport to education that is prescribed by the national curriculum or exam syllabi.
= Examination re-sit(s) if the student is being prepared for the re-sit(s) at the school.

What parents will be asked to pay for

11

The school may charge for activities deemed to be optional extras. Parents will be asked to pay
for:
= materials, books or equipment that the parent wishes their child to own
= optional education provided outside school hours (such as music tuition) that is not a
statutory part of the curriculum
= entry for public examination if the student has not been prepared for the examination by
the school
= transport and costs for non-essential educational activities
= transport, board and lodging for non-essential residential visits
= non-compulsory activities or services offered beyond the school day
= the cost of an examination re-sit if the student fails, without good reason, to meet any
examination requirement for a syllabus
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12

Charges made for optional extras will not exceed the cost of the activity.

Voluntary contributions for activities that are not deemed to be an optional extra

13 The school may ask parents for voluntary contributions to towards school activities that are not
deemed to be optional extras (Annex A).

14  The school will ensure parents are aware that there is no obligation to make voluntary
contributions for school activities that are not deemed to be optional extras.

15 If an activity that is not deemed to be an optional extra is reliant on voluntary contributions, the
school will make this clear to parents from the outset.

16  If voluntary contributions do not provide sufficient funding toward an activity that is not deemed
to be an optional extra, and the school is unable to fund the activity from other sources, then the
activity will be cancelled for all students.

17  No student will be excluded from an activity that is not deemed to be an optional extra because
their parents are unable or unwilling to pay.

Remissions

17 The Blue Coat School is committed to supporting equality of opportunity and equal access to the
educational activities offered by the school.

18 Where it is known that students or their families may be facing hardship which make it difficult
for them to afford specific activities, the Blue Coat School will invite parents to apply, on a case by
case basis, for the partial or full remission of any charges (Annex B).

19 Requests for remissions will be considered in confidence by the Headteacher.

Monitoring, review and evaluation

20

21

22

The Headteacher will monitor all additional educational opportunities to ensure that they are
funded appropriately and in line with the principles of this policy.

The Educational Trips and Visits Co-ordinator will:
= monitor the extent to which parents feel able to afford additional educational
opportunities
= review communications with parents to ensure they are adequately guided about the
extent to which school may or may not be able to support them.

The Finance team leader will monitor the extent to which additional educational opportunities are
funded and how viable they are.
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Annex A: Wording when requesting voluntary contributions

The following text will be used by the school when asking parents to consider a voluntary contribution
towards an activity that is not deemed to be an optional extra:

This activity can only take place if it is funded by a parental voluntary contribution of ??. It is our duty to let
you know that although you are not obliged to make any contribution, the school is unable to fund this
activity without your support.

If you feel unable to make a voluntary contribution for this activity because of financial hardship, we may be
able to support you. You can apply to the Headteacher for confidential support using the Parental request
for financial support form (Annex B).
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Annex B: Parental request for financial support

This form should be used by parents to apply to the school for financial support toward an educational
activity:

General details

Students name:

Form:

Parents name:

Activity details

School activity:

Date of activity:

Cost of activity:

Amount of support requested:

Reason:

Headteacher review

Date received by Headteacher:

Approved (Yes/No):

Amount approved:

Date communicated to parent:

Signed:

Finance office use

Date received by finance office:

Funded through:

Date finalised:

Signed:
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