The Blue Coat School

Parent Newsletter
Friday 22nd October 2021

Headteacher Update
Welcome to our half
Autumn Newsletter.

termly

I hope that you and your families
are well. As we end our first half
term, I am aware that Covid cases
are rising nationally and in our city.
I am conscious that this still brings
anxiety for many. I am so pleased
with the way our students and staff
have accommodated the return of
some measures here in school to
combat this in recent weeks - and
we have been successful.
You will find attached a letter from
Steve Reddy and Matt Ashton
regarding a city-wide approach to
Covid measures. This includes the
wearing of face masks for students
and staff in communal areas and for
parents whilst waiting outside
school.

I updated you last week with the
decision I made that we will retain
face masks after half term, so this
aligns with the guidance from LCC.
The letter refers to the vaccination
programme
that
schools
are
facilitating for the School Age
Immunisation Team - we will update
parents once the date for this taking
place at Blue Coat has been confirmed
In spite of the measures, the school
has enjoyed 7 more "normal weeks".
Staff have been able to facilitate
events and clubs that support the full
student experience and it has been
wonderful to feel the school vibrant
again at lunchtime and after school
and a buzz that we have missed.

Senior leaders and staff have been
working hard on ensuring the
welfare of our students and staff
has been central. We have
recently expanded our student
support team to ensure greater
capacity in this area to support a
greater number of students in a
range of ways. Well-being and
workload have been the focus of
this term's staff forum and we
have been able to put actions in
place as a consequence. At
lunchtime today, staff will be
enjoying bingo and cake!
In addition, senior leaders have
progressed some key areas of our
school improvement plan for this
academic year. It provides the key
themes
of
our
focus
for
improvement. You will find the
summary page here for your own
reference. You will notice, for
example, that we are working to
ensure that our curriculum is
focused on the needs of all our
students and that students are at
the centre.

You will have received a letter from
John Grace recently outlining our
"launch" of our revised mission,
vision and values work in early
January. I am excited about the way
the structure and format of this is
taking shape and very much looking
forward to sharing this with all
parents,
students,
staff
and
supporters of our school.
For this newsletter, I have asked
each team in school to give parents
a snapshot of the activities that have
taken place in their areas over the
last few months. It will give you an
insight into the range of provision
both within and outside of the
classroom. I hope you enjoy reading
it.
We look forward to a busy second
half of term as we lead up to our
annual Christmas Carols and
Concert - we all have our fingers
crossed that this event will take
place this year even if we have to
put additional measures in place.
I would like to say a huge thank you
to you, our parents, for the
wonderful support you have given
the school this first half term. I
would like to wish all students and
parents a very restful half term
break
Best wishes.

Key Stage Leader Updates
Key Stage 3
The new Year 7 students have made a
fantastic start to Blue Coat and staff
members have been impressed with their
transition into secondary school. Thanks to
all the parents who were able to attend the
welcome evening held by form tutors; it was
great to hear all the positive feedback so far.
Year 7 students took part in a team-building
day in early September which was funded
by the Development Fund. It was a great
opportunity for students to collaborate and
solve problems together. The students were
highly enthusiastic and they thoroughly
enjoyed the day.

Key Stage 4
This term students have got back into the
swing of school life. Extra-curricular clubs
have started back up and we have seen
huge participations rates from KS4, well
done and keep it up. To start the term
students have been researching form
charities and have begun to organise
events for their chosen charity. Mrs Baker
and Mr Fee have been impressed by the
amount of effort and planning that has
gone into the charity work and are excited
to see how much awareness can be raised
around the different charities chosen.
KS4 have had several different assemblies
this term, they have focused on starting
out, our community, the success of failure,
mindset, and Black History Month.
Students also took part in an assembly led
by the school community Police Officer
Hayley on sexual harassment and consent.
All these topics have formed additional
discussions in form time and intend to
inform and engage students in school but
also in later life and decisions outside Blue
Coat.
All in all, KS4 have had an excellent start
to this academic year. Mrs Baker, Mr Fee
and all the KS4 form tutors are very proud
of the resilience that they have
demonstrated, and we are looking
forward to the second autumn term. Keep
up the good work!

Key Stage 5
As we approach half-term, it is quite
clear from walking around the sixth
form centre that the majority of our Year
12 students have made friends and are
learning
how
to
manage
the
independence and challenge that comes
with studying A-Levels.
Year 13 students have been busy
completing post-18 applications and
taking advantage of opportunities to
further develop their interpersonal skills.
This was evident when several students
led a Year 12 assembly where they
shared valuable advice about how to
study effectively and make the most of
their sixth form experience.
In terms of community, we have also had
several students who have been
commended for putting the needs of
others before themselves. Such acts of
kindness and compassion deserve a
special mention as they highlight the
personal qualities that all of our students
should display on a daily basis.

Subject Area Updates
Art & DT
It has been A great start to the year and we’ve been really impressed with
students enthusiasm and passion to continue their work in both the
workshop and the food room.
Some of our KS3 students have entered a National competition set by the
Design Museum and we are pleased to report that Max Scholicar in 7E has
just won the first prize for his design entry. You can find more information if
you follow this link:
https://twitter.com/DesignVentura/status/1445389123896938503?s=20
Additionally, this term we have been discussing climate change with A level
students interested in future careers within the Engineering industry. As a
result, several students became involved in the Tomorrow’s Engineers Week.
You can find more information if you follow this link:
Campaign Collective launches Tomorrow’s Engineers Week 2021 #TEWeek21 Campaign Collective
We look forward to continuing our practical work with all year groups in the
next half term

Biology
To celebrate Biology week (2nd-10th October),
the biology department is running a
BioArtAttack competition with years 9 and 10.
Students have been encouraged to create a
drawing or model of a Biological concept and
submit their work to the department by
Tuesday 2nd November.
Winners from each year group
announced shortly afterwards!

will

be

Chemistry
The school winners of the Royal Society of Chemistry Young Analyst
competition have been announced. The overall standard was very high and
congratulations go to the winning team of Solomon Edels, Duane
Karunaratne and Yi Ning Weng Mei.
Thanks go to the Development fund for donating the prizes for the winning
team and runners up. After half term, Mr. Cowan will be working with Year
13 students towards the Chemistry Olympiad. Sessions will run after school
on Thursday in N10 for any Year 13 student wishing to participate.
Thank you to the Chemistry prefects who have been working hard to prepare
some video materials to help younger students with their practical work.
These videos will start to be uploaded after half term and we hope that
students will find them helpful.

English
Wishing you a very creepy Christmas - A creative writing competition for the
festive season.
Between 1843 and 1866, Charles Dickens published a short story just before
Christmas, many of which had a supernatural theme. Of course, his first and
most famous was “A Christmas Carol” which he published on 19th December
1843. Although we might think of Halloween as the time for spooks, a ghost story
or two often features in Christmas television schedules. This year, the English
department is launching a competition, inviting students from all Key Stages to
write a ghost story. It should be suitable for reading aloud and for making the
flesh creep as families sit by the fire at Christmas time. It should be a ghost story
and not a horror story.
Stories should be original and no longer than 600 words. Students should submit
their stories to their English teacher or form tutor by Friday 26th November and
winners will be announced on Friday December 17th. Stories may feature
Christmas in some way but - like another of Dickens's stories, "The Signalman" they do not have to. Good luck to all entrants and get writing!

Economics
The Economics Society has recently started to plan a series of events
including guest speakers and an investment challenge for KS4 students. These
will touch on a wide range of topics including banking, finance, competition
and poverty. Students interested in careers relating to Business and
Economics should watch out for any notices in the coming weeks.

Geography
As well as a well-earned break Year 13 Geography students were busy collecting
their primary data for their independent investigations over the summer
holidays. The independent investigation is a project which may be based on
either human or physical aspects of Geography, or a combination of both.
Students may incorporate field data and/or evidence from field investigations
collected individually or in groups. What is important is that students work on
their own on contextualising, analysing, and reporting of their work to produce
an independent investigation with an individual title that demonstrates
required fieldwork knowledge, skills and understanding. The investigation is
worth 20% of the A Level grade so it is important that students work hard on
their projects.
This year students have come up with a variety of interesting projects. Joseph
Parr (U6B) is investigating the impact of Everton leaving Goodison park in the
near future. He is aiming to investigate how this will affect the economy of the
area as well as the long-term implications for the environment. In contrast Amy
Cyriac (U6E) is interested in finding out how quality of life varies along two bus
routes which transect St. Helens. Amy has a keen interest in how the geography
of an urban area impacts people’s health and life chances. All the students are
keen to put their knowledge of 7 years of Geography study to good use and it is
so pleasing to see such diverse and interesting projects.

History & Politics
This half term Kitty Wagner, Beth Davies, Shea Cottier, and Cewkie Newton in
Year 12 have been participating in the Holocaust Educational Trust's powerful
Lessons from Auschwitz programme. They took part in a series of online
seminars guided by experts in the field of Holocaust education, including a
session where they heard the first-hand testimony of a Holocaust survivor and
took part in a virtual site-visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum.
For their Next Steps element of the project, the team will be creating resources
to help educate younger students about this important subject, and we look
forward to seeing what they produce. The Year 13 History Society have spent
several months now investigating the true history of Bryan Blundell and his
connections to the transatlantic slavery-based economy. In October they held
a presentation to confirm their findings, to which we welcomed visitors from
the Blue Coat Arts Centre. After half term the group will be sharing the key
points of their findings more widely with the school community.
Thank you to the History and Politics prefects who have been working to
develop extra-curricular opportunities for younger students. We are looking
forward to Junior History Society and Debating Society beginning again after
half term.

Languages
The end of September is when European Day of Languages is celebrated
throughout the continent and so on the 28th and 29th September our Year 7 &
8 students had the chance to join in. Each form was visited by our Year 13
Language Prefects who helped them complete a European themed quiz before
explaining to them the importance and value of language learning.
This was followed up by a poster competition for both year groups. The results
of the competition will be announced shortly and prizes will be awarded,
thanks to the Development Board for helping with this. We have also enjoyed
the successful launch of a Year 7 Latin Club which has proven to be very
popular and inspiring; this is also being run by a Year 13 student.

Maths &
Computing

Religious
Studies

The
Maths
and
Computing
department has welcomed three new
members of staff this year: Mrs. Salter,
Miss O’Hara and Mr. Withers. They
have very much enjoyed their first
half term at Blue Coat and are a great
addition to the team. Intervention for
Y13 Maths students has begun;
students are being ably supported in
improving their Maths skills and
guided to take more control of their
learning as they become better
independent learning.

Our team of Year 11 RS Prefects is
preparing for the launch of the new
lunchtime KS3 Philosophy Club for
this school year.

Thanks
to
funding
from
the
Development Office, three Year 8
students
are
attending
Maths
Masterclasses
run
by
the
Mathematical
Education
on
Merseyside Organisation. They have
already attended their first session
and enjoyed exploring Fibonacci
numbers and the maths behind
origami. Computing prefects have
been chosen and are looking forward
to helping with enrichment activities
this year. They are looking forward to
starting a KS3 Computing Club where
students will learn more about
programming
and
have
the
opportunity to practise block coding
using microbits.

The department has acquired,
through the Development Fund, a
set of exciting resources which will
help the students to explore key
philosophical questions in the form
of a community of enquiry. The club
will also give the prefects the
opportunity
to
develop
their
leadership and organisational skills.

Music
Rehearsals for all music ensembles began at the beginning of September and it
has been great to see so many students in attendance and playing at such a
high level. Students have clearly spent the last sixteen months dedicated to
make progress on their instruments despite the most difficult and at times
demoralising circumstances, and they should all be congratulated on their
resilience and determination. We look forward with great excitement and
anticipation to our Carol Service and Concert of Festive Music on the 15th
December.
In addition, planning and auditions have begun for our annual school
production which we are delighted to announce will be Little Shop of Horrors.
This will be performed in Shirley Hall on the evenings of 15th-17th February
2022. It has been great to see so many sixth form students join the creative
team where they will gain valuable leadership experience through running
rehearsals and leading on aspects such as costume, set design, lighting and
sound. It has also been tremendous to see so many students put themselves
forward for leading, supporting and ensemble roles in this production and, by
the time you read this, the cast will have been announced and rehearsals
begun.
We continue to encourage students to work their way through their exam
grades and it was very pleasing to present certificates to those students who
passed their ABRSM theory exams through school at the end of the summer
term. From a cohort of thirty students, twenty gained distinctions, six merits
and four passes. We congratulate all students on their achievements and look
forward to supporting them as they take move onto higher grades.

PE
It has been great to see our students getting back into extra-curricular fixtures
both locally and Nationally. In Football the U12,14,15,16,18 teams are still in
the ESFA cup. The 16s recently won at Wade Deacon 6-1 and will now play
Lytham St Annes at home after half term, whilst the 1 X1 travel to A Beck.
Unfortunately the U13s lost away to Mosslands. Year 7 play their first-ever
Blue Coat fixture on Thursday 21/10/21 at NLA. Our Under 14 Girls Football
team are due to play their first-ever National ESFA Football fixture on
Wednesday 20/10/21 at home to Litherland HS. Merseyside and Liverpool cup
fixtures are due to start after half term.
This term students from key stage 3 all the way through to 5 have taken part in
the interschool cross country both local and national leagues. Students have
showcased their talent at the Calderstones cross country and at Calday
Grammer school with many more races to look forward to. There has been a
great success in the races and we cant wait to see how future races turn out.
Well done to all of those that have taken part.
We have years 7,8,9,10.11 and Sixth Form entered into the local Netball and
Hockey league. We have had a huge number of students attend extracurricular in preparation ready for the start of the league after half term.

In addition to this our membership
of the LSSP will offer further
enrichment opportunities to boys
and girls in KS 3 and 4 in upcoming
city tournaments in Badminton,
Dodgeball, Netball, and Handball.

Physics
The Physics Society has returned!
This term has seen the return of the popular sixth form Physics Society. The
Physics society is an academic society for anyone with a love for Physics,
whether they are studying it at A level or simply have an interest in it.
The clubs first order of business was to hold and election for the much-coveted
positions of President, vice-president of the Physics society and Assistant Vice
Presidents. The new President and Vice president are Tabitha Bates and Aidan
Randall respectively. Our assistant Vice Presidents include Sophie Fernig,
Hao-Tian Yeung, Benjamin Colman and Saumya Shah. The new Physics
society board are eagerly putting together an exciting programme which will
include a variety of Physics orientated activities including discussions, quizzes,
Physics projects and guest lectures.
The first meeting proper the society involved a presentation given by members
of the society who last year had taken part in the UK Space Design Competition
which is a science, engineering and business competition designed as a
simulation of life in industry! Last year they had to design a space settlement
that could mine minerals on Venus. The team won the regional heat and had
more success in the national final. Their presentation explained many of their
solutions to copying with the harsh Venusian environment. This year members
of the Physics Society will be once again entering the competition with a similar
challenge as last year except this time the planet will be a little less hostile
(Mars).

Members of the team include:
Charlie Alexander
Jamie Price
Vivekanand Dherani
Abhiram Vinjamuri
Solomon Edels
Harry Davies

Jamie Price
Pratik Stalin
Milan Tom
Subil
Saumya Shah
Kalp Gandhi

Support Area Updates
The Development Office
We would like to say a big Blue Coat THANK YOU to all our longstanding and
new Development Fund supporters for your kind generosity, without your
support we could not provide the ‘extras’ which are an integral part of Blue Coat
School life. To our new supporters, we are delighted that you have chosen to
join our growing community of Development Fund supporters.
We recognise that this continues to be a very difficult time financially for many
families, and we are incredibly grateful to everyone who has continued to
support us. Collectively, your donations are transforming what we can offer
Blue Coat students of all ages.
This half term, thanks to your support, we have channeled your donations to:
Year 7 Activity Day
A new library section dedicated to LGBT+ with a series of age-appropriate
books
Competition entry fees for the 2021/22 Lego League
Transport costs to ensure all our KS5 students can attend the UK Universities
and Apprenticeship Fair this term
Competition prizes for Key Stage 3 students as part of European Languages
Day
Access for Year 8 students to participate in the Mathematical Education on
Merseyside Masterclasses
Resources to support our new student led Amnesty International Youth Club
We would also like to thank our Parents’ Association who regularly co-fund
Development Fund projects to achieve maximum impact for our students.
Supporting our Development Fund is about the spirit of participation rather
than the level of gift. Small regular donations have the power to collectively
make a big difference.

Should you wish to join our community of Development Fund supporters please
click here to access our online donation form. If you have any questions or if
you would like to find out more, please contact the Development Team at
development-team@bluecoatschool.org.uk.
https://www.ddpps.co.uk/dd/webform/form/webform.php?
CampaignID=180&CharityID=BFC12142&CharityName=The%20Blue%20Coat%2
0School
Development Team Activities
Our international network of Old Blues continue to support our online careers
series ‘5 minutes with…’ Here is the link https://vimeo.com/showcase/7199988
In September our Organ Scholars were introduced to Lady Anne Dodd, click
here to find out more about her special visit.
https://www.bluecoatschoolliverpool.org.uk/lady-anne-dodd-meets-blue-coatsorgan-scholars/
This month one of Britain’s top organ assessors Dr William McVicker visited
Blue Coat to certify that the restoration of our rare and historic Father Willis
organ was completed to a very high standard. More information about Dr
McVicker’s visit can be found here.
https://www.bluecoatschoolliverpool.org.uk/restored-blue-coat-organ-gets-topmarks-from-assessor/

Admin
Edulink
A reminder to any parents who have not signed up to Edulink, can you please
contact our IT department for log-in details.
Please email:
helpdesk@bluecoatschool.org.uk

Internet Safety
Over the past half term, a number of parents have asked for advice and
support regarding the use of social media. We have supported students in
school with a number of assemblies focusing on Safer Internet use.
There is an Internet Safety Information and Advice guide that has been
provided by Merseyside Police. Please click here to view. Other
organisations have some fanstatic guides too. Please follow the links below
to view them.
Digital Parenting | Vodafone
Online Safety for Children - Tips & Guides | NSPCC
Please can you take time over the holidays to remind your child of their
responsibilities when using the internet and social media and check also
review the security settings and use of apps with age limits.
If you have any further questions or need further advice and support
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Mrs Erin Bakstad

Thank you all for your continued support.
Best wishes

Scilla Yates

